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FOREWORD 

The term "Blue Book," regardless of color, is generally applied 
to the printed collection of facts which many states publish every 
two years. Although Wyoming became a territory more than a 
century ago, it has had only one such volume, the Wyoming 
Historical Blue Book, by Marie Erwin. Her momentuous endeavor 
has stood the test of time and is still of great value to librarians 
and research scholars though it has not been reprinted in thirty 
years.

Since so much time has elapsed, it is practical not only to 
edit and bring this official book up to date, but also to make it 
available to the public along with its supplement. The original 
edition, 1,471 pages in length, has been divided into two, easily 
handled parts: Volume One, Acquisition of Land through Territo- 
rial Days; and Volume Two, Statehood until 1943, when Mrs. 
Erwin concluded her study. Volume Three, the supplement, has 
been compiled principally from data found in the State Archives 
and Historical Department. Other sources are noted. The pattern. 
set by the original edition has been followed except for organiza- 
tion.

In the editing process, certain alterations have been made. 
First, errors that have come to light have been corrected in the 
"Editor's Notes" or indicated, when possible, in the index. Inac-
curacies in names have been resolved through the use of legislative 
journals; official directories; county clerks' indexes to deeds; 
county commissioners' minutes; birth and death records; and 
signatures of reports, letters, oaths, and bonds. Second, Section I 
(Erwin), relating to the Constitution of the United States, has 
been deleted. Third, the miscellaneous sections (Erwin, V and XII) 
have been placed in Volume One, Section VI, and Volume Two, 
Section V. These sections are followed by the "Bibliography of 
Biographies," the second part of which completes the reprint of 
the Wyoming Historical Blue Book. 

A further revision will be noted in Volume Two, which 
logically begins with the Constitution of the State of Wyoming, 
because the structure of the entire governmental system is pre-
scribed therein. The three branches of the government are of equal 
importance, and their duties do not overlap, but the sequence has 
been changed from Legislative, Executive, judicial to Executive, 
Judicial, Legislative to conform to Volume One.



A compendium, "Historical Highlights," which was screened 
by Katherine Halverson and John Cornelison of the Research and 
Publications Division of the State Archives and Historical Depart-
ment, has been added to Volume I in order to place events in 
their proper perspective. Also, the volumes have been indexed 
separately to give the greatest assistance to those desiring specific 
information. 

The Blue Book project, under the sponsorship of the State 
Archives and Historical Department, William H. Williams, director, 
was planned and was promoted by Julia Yelvington, division 
director. Through her efforts, state funds were made available, and 
the project was included in her budget. She has charge of the 
Archives, Records Management, and Centralized Microfilm Divi- 
sion.

Acknowledgments must be brief, but they are, nevertheless, 
sincere, for I am deeply grateful to everyone who helped in 
making this project a reality. I am especially indebted to Eunice 
Gerdes, editorial assistant, and Viola McNealey, research assistant. 
Vivian Shultz checked files and read proof; Joni Peterson typed 
the copy for Volume III; and Laura Hayes and Paula West had 
charge of photographic reproductions, which Bob Tarantola, of 
the University of Wyoming, cropped and scaled for the layout. 
Other acknowledgments are given in credit lines and notes. 

VIRGINIA COLE TRENHOLM 
Editor 
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PREFACE 

N COMPILING information for the publication of the first i 
"Wyoming Historical Blue Book," I set a goal from which I tried 
not to deviate. It has been my purpose to provide a -complete and 
accurate reference book of the important legal and political events, 
as well as statistical material of general and specific interest. 

This publication covers not only seventy-five years of political 
and legal history of Wyoming—but step by step the events which 
finally led to the creation of the Territory, and'of the State. 

The general pattern of the work, in a broad sense, is divided 
into two major divisions : (I) that material which bears directly 
on the territorial government of Wyoming (1868-1890), and (2) 
that which concerns the gOvernment of the State of Wyoming 
(18904943). The two major divisions are btoken down into four 
subdivisions : the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Depart- 
ments, and the Federal Government in Wyoming. Preceding the 
documentary and statistical information concerning these four 
branches is a descriptive essay which tells the story of each depart-
ment, and the gro.wth and development of each office. This com-
pilation includes a biographical sketch of Territorial officers (elected 
and appointed), State elected officers, Justices of the U. S. District 
Court and members of the Constitutional Convention ; a small 
photograph is included with each biography ; group photographs 
of the members of both houses of each State Legislature. 

In addition to these there is material of general interest, which 
consists of National and International documents, Territorial and 
State legal instruments and emblems of the Territory and of the 
State. The documentary material includes such information as the 
foreign treaties through which all the land west of the Mississippi 
to the Pacific was acquired by the United States, and the gradual 
evolution of these lands from which Wyoming was carved ; com- 
prehensive maps which depict the geographical and civil changes 
of what is now the State of Wyoming. 

The evolution of our State Constitution is traced in the group 
of legal instruments or "civil liberty" documents, the first being the 
Magna Charta, and these documents continue through the Declara- 
tion of Independence and the Constitution of the United States to 
the present Constitution of Wyoming. The slow growth of our 
State Constitution is shown by the grouping of these documents. 
Our State Constitution in this book is in complete form with the 
history of each amendment, whether accepted or rejected. Among 
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the emblems of the Territory and State are such as the flag, seals, 
flower, bird, song, etc. 

I desire to express my sincere_ appreciation to the present 
Governor, Lester C. Hunt, who sponsored this work, which was 
in part a Works Progress Administration Project ; to Senator 
Joseph C. O'Mahoney, who made the Pfoject possible ; to Dr. Alfred 
Larson of the Department of History, Unk-ersity of Wyoming ; to 
Zan Lewis, of the Secretary of State's Office ; to the members of the 
27th State Legislature (1943), who allowed an appropriation which 
partly paid for the publication of thi g book ; and to the Board of 
Trustees of the University of Wyoming who, upon the recom-
mendations of President James L. Morrill, Dr. Laura White, and 
Dr. Henry J. Peterson of the University of Wyoming, helped finance 
this publication. 

In tny historical research, as a historian I am indebted to many 
persons, in one way or another, and to these I extend my sincerest 
gratitude. 

I also wish to acknowledge the assistance I derived from other 
State Blue Books. Of these I might mention the Tennessee Blue 
Book, 1939-1940; New York Legislative Manual, 1940; Pennsyl- 
vania Manual, 1939 the Nebraska Blue BoOk, 1938; and several 
others from which I have derived 'ideas as well as other assistance. 

In the copied documents and statistics / (the greater part of the 
statistics were copied from original manuscripts), the text, spell- 
ing, capitalization, and punctuation have been copied verbatim. 

In a work of this kind, there will undoubtedly appear some 
errors. Every effort has been made to secure accuracy and com- 
pleteness and eliminate errors, but for such errors as may have 
crept in, whether of omission or commission, I beg indulgence. 
"Let critics that may discommend it—mend it!' 

MARIE H. ERWIN. 
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INTRODUCTION 

HILE we are in the midst of the greatest period of history 
making of all time, Wyoming presents to her people the first 
"Wyoming Historical Blue Book." No doubt it will create for 
itself a niche in the catacombs of Wyoming history, peculiar to 
itself and all its own. 

The search into the experience of yesterday reveals that the 
immortal Lincoln, in his message to Congress, December 1, 1862, 
said, "Fellow Citizens, we cannot escape history . . . The fiery trial 
through which we pass will light us down in honor or dishonor to 
the latest generation. . We shall nobly save or meanly lose the last 
best hope of earth." Eighty-two years ago these words were spoken, 
and how applicable they are today. 

Is it not true, that which is not recorded will in time be for-
gotten; written it is preserved ? Is it not also true that factual accu- 
racy based on sound historical data has become an accepted re- 
sponsibility ? 

Without doubt the greatest importance of history lies in the 
message it bears in the records of the past, to the present. James 
Russell Lowell embraced the full meaning of the word "history" 
in a rather neat way when he wrote, "Time Was unlocks the riddle 
of Time Is." 

A different point of view has been adopted in the preparation 
of the "Wyoming Historical Blue Book," which consequently de- 
parts from the pattern followed by other states, making it an origi-
nal publication, as no state can claim such an orderly arrangement 
of events. 

The author has abided by the principles of the wisdom in the 
patient research for facts, and has remained faithful to facts, making 
this first "Wyoming Historical Blue Book" a valuable, authentic 
publication to be used in our schools, libraries, educational institu- 
tions, and by the citizens of our State. 

I know of no one who is better equipped to have done this 
work than Mrs. Erwin, who has a splendid educational background 
and who for twelve years was State Document Librarian and is at 
present our Historian. 

Historically informed people are the mainstay of democracy 
Comprehensive knowledge of the past contributes greatly to formu-
lating successful programs and policies for today and tomorrow, to 
shaping public opinion and directing public action. 
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The term "Blue Book" as applied to government and state 
manuals is an accepted custom throughout the United States and. 
originally the name was derived from the fact that all such pub- 
lications, documents and reports had blue paper covers. 

It is my hope that future governors will lend the support of 
their office to the publication of supplemental issues every two 
years, for only through the continual development in our citizens 
of the deep appreciation of our State and Countr y may the objective 
of the Wyoming Historical Department—the discovery, preserva- 
tion and dissemination of information on the history of the State—
be fully realized.

Governor of Wyoming. 
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Shoshone Indian Encampment in Wind River Mountains














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































